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OP INION :
This is in response to your recent letter requesting an opinion concerning the application of the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, as amended (the "Act") to the termination of the * * * Pension Fund (the
"Plan").
You state in your letter that the Plan is a [*2] multiemployer plan as defined in section 4001(a)(3) of the Act. Your
letter states that the trustees of the Plan intended to adopt an amendment before June 30, 1982, which ceases the crediting
of service for all purposes under the Plan as of June 30, 1982, and reduces accrued benefits to the level in effect on June
30, 1981. All contributing employers were expected to withdraw from the Plan on or before June 30, 198 2. As of June
30, 198 1, the P lan had assets of * * * and vested accrued benefits of * * * (valued at PBGC single employer termination
rates).
Different obligations and rules apply under the Act depending on the type of multiemployer plan termination. Under
section 404 1A(a) of the Act, a m ultiemp loyer p lan term ination o ccurs as a resu lt of-(1) the adoption . . . of a plan amend ment which p rovides that participants will receive no cred it for any purpose
unde r the plan for service with any employer after the d ate spe cified by the amendment;
(2) the withdrawal of every employer from the plan, within the meaning of section 4203, or the cessation of the
obligation of all employers to contribute under the plan; or
(3) the adoptio n of an amendm ent to the plan which causes [*3] the plan to become a plan described in section
402 1(b)(1).
If all employers withdraw from a plan, or otherwise cease to be obligated to contribute, the plan is subject to the
rules that apply to a termination de scribed in section 4041A(a)(2) ("termination by mass withdrawal"), even if the plan
had previously terminated within the meaning of section 4041A(a)(1) or (3).Thus, if all employers withdraw from the
Plan, the rules fo r plans termina ted by mass withdraw al will app ly.
The first issue you raised was whether the PB GC wished to becom e trustee of the P lan upon term ination. W hile
section 4042 of the Act provides that the PBGC may be appointed trustee of a terminated multiemployer plan, whether
the PBG C will seek such an appointment is determined by the facts and circumstances of each case. At the present time,
the PBG C has insufficient fac ts to determine whether it will seek to be appointed trustee o f the Plan.

You also inquired about post termination administration of the Plan if the PBGC d oes not become trustee and
whether the Plan can expend all of its liquid assets to purchase annuities. The Act requires a plan sponsor of a plan
terminated by mass withdrawal to continue [*4] to administer the plan until a trustee is appointed under section 4042
of the Act or until plan assets are d istributed in full satisfaction of all nonforfeitable benefits. Examples of duties
required during the continued administration of such a plan include determining and collecting withdra wal liability in
accordance with sections 4201 through 422 5 of the Act, monitoring the plan's financial outlook pursuant to section 4281
of the Act, and w hen ne cessary, adjusting the plan's benefit levels pursuant to section 4281 of the Act. The plan sponsor
may delegate, in accordance with the applicable governing documents of the plan, administrative functions regarding
the paym ent of b enefits and collection of withdrawal liability to other persons, such as a salaried or contract
adm inistrator.
Section 404 1A(c)(2) of the A ct pro vides that except as p rovid ed in section 4041A(f)(1), the plan sponsor of a plan
terminated by mass withdrawal shall "pay benefits attributable to employer contributions, other than death benefits, on ly
in the form of an annuity, unless plan assets are distributed in full satisfaction of all nonforfeitable benefits under the
plan."
This provision means that benefits [*5] must be paid in periodic installments from plan assets. A plan sponsor may
only provide benefits in an alternative form (e.g., purchase annuities from an insurance company or distribute a lump-sum
paym ent) if: (1) p lan assets are distributed in full satisfaction of all nonforfeitable benefits (section 4041A (c)); (2) the
entire nonforfeitable benefit of a participant does not exceed $1,750 (section 4041A(f)(1)); or (3) PBG C determines that
the distribution is not adverse to the interest of the plan's participants and beneficiaries generally and does not
unreabon ably increase PB GC 's risk of loss (section 4 041 A(f)(1 )).
The limitation regarding the method of pro viding bene fits in section 404 1A(c)(2) is necessary to p reserve plan assets
in order to protect the benefits of participants not now in pay status, and to prevent an unreasonable loss to the PBGC.
Utilizing a terminated plan's liquid assets to purchase annuity co ntracts for some participants jeop ardizes the benefits
of other participants. As you acknowledged in your letter, if all or a substantial po rtion of a plan's asse ts are used to
purchase annuity contracts, the plan's ability to meet benefit paym ents for o ther pa rticipants [*6] wo uld be exclusively,
or largely dependent, on the stream of withdrawal liability payments. The benefits of these other participants would be
jeopardized because the withdrawal liability payments may not be sufficient to provide the level of bene fits that would
have otherw ise bee n available.
The PBG C also incurs a greater risk because assets that would otherwise have been available to provide guaranteed
benefits are distributed from the plan. If the withdrawal liability payments are not sufficient to pay guaran teed benefits,
the PBG C has to provide financial assistance. Such assistance might not have been required if the plan had retained the
assets and made only periodic benefit payments from those assets. Furthermore, if the plan had retained its assets it may
have realized exp erience gains (e.g., interest and m ortality) that would have e nabled it to avoid insolvency, or to at least
reduce PBG C's exposure .
You have also asked whether the Plan could adopt a rule under sections 4219(c)(7) and 4224 of the Act, by which
all employers' withdrawal liability payment schedules would be for the same period of time. You indicated that the
desired result from such a rule would be to [*7] prevent windfall advantages to employers whose obligation to make
withdrawal liability paym ents may cease under section 4219(c)(8) of the Act prior to the satisfaction of their withdrawal
liability.
Section 4219(c) of ER ISA prescribes the schedule for the payment of withdrawal liability. Sections 4219(c)(7) and
4224, which are virtually identical, permit plans certain latitude regarding the satisfaction of an employer's withdrawal
liability. Section 42 24 p rovid es that:
"[a] multiemployer plan may adopt rules providing for other terms and conditions for the satisfaction of an
em ployer's withdrawal liability if such rules are consistent with this Act and with such regulations as may be prescribed
by the corporation."
The legislative history indicates that the purpose of providing latitude in the area of collection of withdrawal liability
was to enab le trustees to weigh the co st of collection against the expe cted return in o rder to maximize net recovery.
"[Section 4224] authorizes plans . . . to provide an alternative method for payment of withdrawal liability. It is
expected that plan trustees will need to make practical collection decisions which are consistent with their fiduciary [*8]
duties and charac teristic of a respo nsible credito r concerne d with maximizing the total ultimate reco very at suppo rtable

costs. Thus, for example, where it is prudent and in the participants' interest, plan trustees may decide to settle a
withdrawal liability dispute for less than the full amount claimed, to cooperate with an employer's other creditors in a
contractual or court-supervised renegotiation of the emp loyer's indebtedness, or even to forego the assessment of further
collection of liability where it is apparent from the circumstances that the costs involved would exceed the amo unt likely
to be recovered." [126 C ong. Rec. H78 89 (daily ed., August 26, 1980) (remarks of Rep. Thom pson.)]
W e conclude that your proposal is inconsistent with the Act and is not permissable under section 4224 or 4219(c).
Under your proposal the annual payment of certain withdrawn employers would be reduced and their payment period
extended to coincide with the payment periods of other withdrawn employers. Your proposal would reduce the annual
incom e of the P lan and increase the risk of insolvency and no ncollection o f withdrawal liability.
Finally, you inquired whether employer contributions [*9] made to the plan from July 1, 1981, through June 30,
1982, could be trea ted as a dvance p ayment by the emplo yers toward the satisfaction of their withdraw al liability in view
of the fact that the P lan T rustees are red ucing accrue d benefits to the level in effec t on June 30 , 198 1.
First, it is important to note that section 404 1A(a)(1) of the A ct pro vides that a multiemployer plan termination
occurs as a result of the adoption of a plan amendment which provides that participants will receive no credit for any
purpo se under the plan for service with any employer after the date specified by such amendment. That section does not
authorize P lan trustee s to red uce b enefits retroactively. See, Internal Reve nue C ode , section 411 (d)(6 ).
Employer contributions made from July 1, 1981, through June 30, 19 82, are obligations that arose under collective
bargaining or related agreements. They are not withdrawal liability payments pursuant to section 4219. An em ployer's
withdrawal liab ility obligatio n arises o nly when the employer withdraws from a multiemp loyer p lan.
In the case of a withdrawal, other than a withdrawal to which section 4219(c)(1)(D) app lies, a n emp loyer's
withdrawal liability [*10 ] is generally determined as of the end of the plan year preceding withdrawal. An emp loyer's
allocable share o f the plan's unfunded vested benefits is de termined as of that date. Although Congress provided for
various reductions to be made in determining an em ployer's liability (e.g., the De Minimis rule in section 4209 and the
rules in section 4225), it did not provide a re duction for contributions made after the end of the year preceding
withdrawal.
Section 4219(c)(1)(D ) applies in the case of a termination by mass withdrawal. That section requires the total
unfunded vested benefits in the plan to be allocated among withdrawing employers. Treating contributions made prior
to the date of plan termination as advance withdrawal liability payments would be inconsistent with section 4219(c)(1)(D)
because it wo uld result in the allocation of less than 100 percent of the plan's total unfunded ve sted benefits.
W e hop e this inform ation is of assistance to you.
Henry Rose
General C ounsel

